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About ESEIA
The European Sustainable Energy Innovation Alliance is a 

recognized European association of leading organizations 

representing the entire renewable energy innovation landscape. 

As a cross-sector alliance, ESEIA approaches energy transition 

from a systemic point of view, from energy provision to energy 

consumption, in research, teaching, business, and governance.

https://eseia.eu/


Our Vision
is to be the first European address for 

sustainable energy systems innovation.

Our Mission
By 2050 ESEIA will have enabled 

Europe to reach Green Deal targets 
by contributing research for 

innovative solutions, as well as 

education and training for a climate-
neutral sustainable energy system.



How it all 
began

Graz, 19 November 2009
1st General Assembly following EIT KIC Energy Proposal  
• Founding President Hans Sünkel,  Rector TU Graz
• Harald Kainz, Rector TU Graz, ESEIA President for 12 years

Founders from TU Graz 
• Franz Stelzer, Vice-Rector Research
• Brigitte Hasewend, Director ISP
• Michael Narodoslawsky, Process Engineering
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28 Member Organisations on average in 15 EU Countries

5 ESEIA Working Groups

+ 350 active Experts

300 Partner Organisations in ALL EU Countries04

▪ Half of which from abroad
▪ 2 thirds from HEI and RO 
▪ 1/3 from businesses and urban regions

1. A Strong Alliance: Members and Partners



23 member organisations: 

• 12 EU countries

• 13 higher education institutions 

• 4 research organizations

• 6 businesses 

1. A Strong Alliance: Member Organisations



FINLAND
Savonia UAS
XAMK
Karelia UAS

CROATIA
UNIZAG- PBF

CYPRUS
CYI

AUSTRIA
FH Burgenland
EASt
Energie Steiermark
Uni Graz
TU Graz
TU Vienna

PORTUGAL
ADENE
LNEG

GERMANY
TH Cologne
BAV

IRELAND
TU Dublin
IERC LITHUANIA

Vilnius Tech

ROMANIA
UTBv

NETHERLANDS
UTwente

SLOVENIA
JSI

1. A Strong Alliance: ESEIA Members



TURKIYE
Middle East TU

MALTA
Malta CAST 

1. A Strong Alliance: ESEIA Partners

SWEDEN
U of Uppsala

BULGARIA
TU of Sofia

SCOTLAND
U of Glasgow

POLAND
U of Krakow

BELGIUM
KULeuven

FRANCE
U Savoie Mont Blanc
Grenoble INP Pagora

ITALY
Fondazione Bruno Kessler

SPAIN
U de Catalunya



▪ SMEs: i.e. waste companies like BAV, DE

▪ Energy Providers: i.e. Energy Styria Grids, AT

▪ Industry: i.e. energy-intensive industries, like 

cement plant Mytilineos, GR

Public energy agencies: i.e. ADENE, PT

Municipal companies: i.e. Vilnius Public 

Transport, LT

City administrations: i.e. Municipality of Brasov, 

RO

Start-ups: i.e. Ecolyte, AT

1. A Strong Alliance: Public-Private Partnership 

ESEIA collaborates with: 71 private and public businesses and 41 cities



2. Impact: Revenues from Membership fees
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€ 1,2 Mio. ESEIA Membership Fee Income 2010-2024

number of members total income from membership fee in € Linear (number of members)

1,2 Mio € from 
membership fees
• 2/3 from HEI and RO
• 1/3 from business



2. Impact: Revenues from projects

2,226,000

6,430,000

9,120,000

17,7 Mio € ESEIA Project Income 2009-2024 

17,7 Mio € from 10 EC funded R&I projects:
• 51% for Partners
• 36% for Members,
• 13% ESEIA 
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Key Focus Areas in ESEIA's Activities

Number of Projects Number of proposals Number of ETP

5

Working Groups

50

Vertical topics

20

Horizontal Topics

7

Focus Groups

2. Impact in Numbers: Portfolio 

1

Matrix of Expertise 
developed
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Start-up Phase (2009-11)

1st Growth Phase (2012-14)

2nd Growth Phase (2015-18)

3rd Growth Phase (2019-24)

ESEIA Proposals

Number of Submitted Projects Number of Funded Projects

2. Impact in Numbers: R&I Proposals submitted to EC FPs 

Success rate overall : 1 in 4 funded

▪ 88 proposals submitted

▪ 21 funded projects

▪ 80% of proposals above threshold



2. Impact: Setting Agenda for RES  on the European Market

Agenda Setting: ESEIA FP10 Position published Oct 24 in European Energy Innovation Magazine

‘The FP should not be a 
straitjacket; it should 
provide flexibility to adjust 
to new R&I needs and 
trends.’ 
ESEIA President Brian Norton

https://eseia.eu/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/ESEIA-FP10-Position-Paper_FINAL.pdf
https://europeanenergyinnovation.eu/OnlinePublication/Autumn2024/index.html#p=27


16

International 
Summer Schools

2

Pilot Plant Courses

2

Brokerage Events 

2

Student Camps

4

Decarbonisation 
Workshops for 

Industry

6

Bi-Annual 
Conferences

Total participants: 1,750 in 44 Events building capacity of people and institutions

2. Impact in Numbers: Education and Training Programme

Lecture evenings

12



Graz, Austria | 21 October 2022

FOR INDUSTRY:

RE4Industry Knowledge Transfer, 100 participants from gathered to 
discuss de-fossilisation plans for energy-intensive industries, explore 
solution packages, and discuss the push and pull factors of the 
energy transition.

2. Impact in Numbers: Education and Training Programme

https://eseia.eu/education-and-training-re4industry-knowledge-transfer-seminar-series/


2. Impact in Numbers: Education and Training Programme

ESEIA Lecture Series: Smart Energy Solutions: Key Facts (Oct 2022 – Dec 2024):
12 Lectures for 12 Topics and 60 Speakers from 31 organizations in 9 countries

86 Organizations:
45 Business 
25 High Education 
Institutions, 
16 Research Organizations 

58 Countries
29 Countries worldwide 
17 European countries 
9 African countries
1 Middle Eastern country 
2 South Asian countries

600 Participants
1/3 on site 
2/3 online



2. Global Impact: Forging International Partnerships

EMERGE: Energy System Modelling for Green Development of Africa



HEIs and Ros

• converging research agendas
• enhanced profiles of Coordinators
• facilitated Consortium-building
• use cases from business and public

agencies

SMEs

• EU funded R&I projects coordinated
by ESEIA

• direct access to wide network of
expertise

3. Benefits

People

• training 
• peer-to-peer 
• access to innovation
• visibility on ESEIA Media: 
 3,500 users on social media monthly

Industry

• latest research results to improve 
solutions

• use cases for de-fossilisation
• knowledge transfer



ESEIA is recognised by the European Commission and
ESEIA European sister organisations alike

Reliable parter for R&I projects and excellent
provider of Education and Training

ESEIA Member contributions get recognised
externally and internally (Award Ceremony)

4. Recognition: 15 Years of Impact



5. Way Forward: The 3 M – Model of Co-Creation

M

Members
Reliable Members 
engaged in ESEIA 
Working Groups

Mindset
Performance Mindset 
driven by 
Coordination Team

M

Mechanism
Effective Mechanism of 
Co-Creation

Long Live ESEIA!

M



ESEIA Team

Sila Celebi
Project Assistant
Sila.celebi@eseia.eu

Zina Mejbri
Project Manager
zina.mejbri@eseia.eu

Brigitte Hasewend
Director
brigitte.hasewend@eseia.eu

Nicoleta Talpes
Communications Manager
Nicoleta.Talpes@eseia.eu 

Contact us: office@eseia.eu

mailto:Sila.celebi@eseia.eu
mailto:zina.mejbri@eseia.eu
mailto:brigitte.hasewend@eseia.eu
mailto:viktoriya.zoriy@eseia.eu
mailto:office@eseia.eu


How to get involved?

Join our activities and become an ESEIA Member!



ESEIA Graz Headquarter

Münzgrabenstrasse 11/ 5 

8010 Graz

office@eseia.eu 

+43 316 873 5281

Brigitte Hasewend

ESEIA Director   

Brigitte.Hasewend@eseia.eu

Stay in touch with us across all of our communication channels!

https://www.instagram.com/eseiaalliance/
https://www.facebook.com/eseia.eu/
https://x.com/eseia_?lang=de
https://eseia.eu/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCH6VP-T9N1fqSpBIUxoJi3A
https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-sustainable-energy-innovation-alliance/?originalSubdomain=at
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