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ESEIA Celebrates 15 Years of Sustainable Energy Innovation and Collaboration

Brussels, 20 November 2024 — The European Sustainable Energy Innovation Alliance (ESEIA)
celebrated its 15th Anniversary in Brussels, 19 November 2024. This event marks a significant
milestone in advancing sustainable energy systems in Europe and beyond. The event brought together
50 selected key stakeholders from the European Commission, members, and partners to reflect on 15
years of impactful work. ESEIA is looking forward to future collaborations and innovative projects.

The celebration, hosted at the prestigious Fondation Universitaire in Brussels, provided a platform for
members to reconnect, reflect on achievements, and engage in discussions about the next decade of
ESEIA’s journey.

Event Highlights: A Celebration of Success and Future Ambitions

A Strong Alliance

In the past 15 years ESEIA is proud to have built a strong reliable network of members and partners.
ESEIA had 28 member organisations on average in 15 countries. 64 member organisations, one third
from business, paid 1,2 Mio € in membership fees. ESEIA funds 5 Working Groups and 7 Focus Groups
with 300 active experts from all fields of the energy system. In addition, ESEIA has worked with 300
partner organisations from all EU countries and from abroad, one third from business, industry, and
public agencies, two thirds from higher education and research organisations.

R&I Coverage

ESEIA covers the entire innovation ecosystem. As such ESEIA spots R&I gaps in a wide range of fields
including in circular economy, bioresource utilization, sustainable urban regions, smart mobility,
sustainable built environment, advanced computing, smart grid services, new business models,
sustainable governance and legal frameworks, as well as education and training.

Recognizing Impact:

e Firstly, over the past 15 years, ESEIA has led sustainable energy research and innovation with
15 EC funded R&l projects for a total of 17.7 Mio € of which more than half for external
partners. The ESEIA success rate is 25% overall and even higher in strategic projects.

e The second major impact was created by training 1,750 students and professionals in 42 ESEIA
training courses.

e Thirdly, global projects like EMERGE have extended ESEIA’s impact beyond Europe by diffusing
knowledge, exporting best practice, and enabling market access to 150 partners outside
Europe.

Member Recognition: ESEIA Members are the backbone of the alliance. This is why during the
celebration ESEIA awarded several members for their outstanding contributions to the alliance. This
recognition underscored the importance of member-driven innovation and collaboration central to
ESEIA’s success.



Vision for the Future: The event also served as a launchpad for ESEIA’s future strategy. ESEIA Vice-
President Teresa Ponce de Ledao from LNEG, PT delivered a keynote address outlining a bold vision for
the next decade, focusing on continued innovation in renewable energy, the expansion of ESEIA’s
international network, and deeper collaboration with policymakers to drive the EU’s climate agenda
forward. She also referred to the ESEIA FP10 Position Paper published in the spring of 2024 advocating
thematic priorities in the upcoming European Commission’s Framework Programme 10 (FP10),
reinforcing ESEIA’s commitment to guiding EU policy in alighment with Green Deal objectives.

Networking and Collaboration: Attendees, including industry leaders, researchers, and policymakers
from the European Commission, had the opportunity to network and discuss future collaborations.
The event concluded with a celebratory dinner and entertainment, fostering a renewed sense of
community among ESEIA members.

Notable Interventions: ESEIA Leadership on the Importance of Collaboration and Innovation

Distinguished Speakers: The celebration featured insights from prominent figures, including ESEIA
Honorary President Harald Kainz, TU Graz, AT who led ESEIA for the past 12 years and key
representatives from the European Commission. These leaders emphasized the critical role of ESEIA in
co-creating energy solutions with the innovation ecosystem for the Green Deal.

ESEIA President Brian Norton reflected on the organization’s rich history of driving collaboration and
innovation, remarking, “Over the past 15 years, ESEIA has become a beacon of innovation, connecting
industry, academia, and policymakers to create tangible solutions for Europe’s energy challenges. Our
strength lies in our members’ collective vision and ability to turn groundbreaking ideas into reality. As
we look to the next 15 years, our focus remains firmly on empowering our members to lead the way
in sustainable energy transitions.”

Looking Ahead: Building on 15 Years of Success

ESEIA Director Brigitte Hasewend who founded ESEIA with Franz Stelzer and Michael Narodoslawsky,
from TU Graz, AT, highlighted main opportunities for members, stating, “ESEIA adds value in three
ways. First, we create joint research and innovation projects for green solutions. This is a sector in
which the EU is known to be highly competitive in the world. Secondly, ESEIA is a space for knowledge
diffusion, including for innovators from the widening countries. And thirdly, ESEIA is also a window to
the world. | think of ESEIA as a robust European player for the implementation of the Green Deal. |
believe ESEIA has great potential to grow more in terms of relevance, reach, and societal impact.”

The 15-year Anniversary celebration was a powerful reminder of ESEIA’s legacy of success and a strong
signal of its future ambitions. ESEIA is committed to providing a one-stop-shop for research and
innovation, education and training, policy advice, and societal debate for the implementation of the
Green Deal. Long Live ESEIA!

Annexes:
e About ESEIA
e ESEIA in A Nutshell



About ESEIA: The European Sustainable Energy Innovation Alliance - ESEIA, is a European association
of cross-sector organizations leading the field of sustainable energy systems, from energy provision to
energy consumption in research, teaching, and innovation. In 2024, ESEIA has a total of 21 member
organizations in 12 European countries, representing 12 Higher Education Institutions (HEIs), 4
research organizations, and 5 businesses from 12 EU countries.
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A selection of ESEIA R&I Projects:

e INITIATE (2024-2027) - Education & Training: to promote research and innovation excellence
in higher education institutions within widening countries, strengthening capacity and
collaboration.

e EMERGE (2023-2026) - R&I & Global Energy Transition: An EU-African Union collaboration that
developed energy transition tools for use across Morocco, Nigeria, and Mozambique,
exemplifying ESEIA’s commitment to global energy solutions.

¢ RE4Industry (2020-2021) - R&I| & Decarbonization: Focused on decarbonizing European
industry, advancing the adoption of renewable energy technologies in industrial settings, and
fostering partnerships across Germany, Spain, Italy, and Greece.

e BioEnergyTrain (2015-2019) - Education & Training: Established two enduring European
Master’s programs in bioresource value-chain management and biorefinery engineering,
equipping future professionals with skills to drive sustainable energy solutions.

Media Contact:
ESEIA Dissemination and Communication Manager
Nicoleta Talpes, nicoleta.talpes@eseia.eu




ESEIA in A Nutshell

ESEIAQ

European Sustainable Energy
Innovation Alliance

SERVICES
LONG-STANDING EUROPEAN CROSS- SECTOR
PARTNERSHIP COORDINATION OF LARGE-SCALE
EC PROPOSALS

ESEIA Is a long-standing membership alliance of

European organisations working in the field of ESEIA supports the ESEIA Working Groups in the generation

of proposals for funding by team building for proposal

renewable ies. Long-term
between members strengthens the ability for future P of financial
collaboration and opportunities. and work package models or proposal quality control.

IN-PROJECT SUPPORT FOR LARGE-SCALE
EC PROJECTS

ESEIA provides members with a platform to share

information on joint innovation projects through ESEIA provides project management expertise for
a variety of methods, Including video conferences, running EC projects, including support during
regular business meetings, and interactive negotiation phase of the Consortium Agreement.
workshops at European events.

INFORMATION SHARING AMONG
MEMBERS

DISSEMINATION AND EXPLOITATION OF
PROJECT RESULTS

Building on its European outreach platform, ESEIA
provides members with a number of dissemination

INVOLVEMENT IN EC POLICY-MAKING

Through the close contact with the European

‘Commission strengthened by the ESEIA desk in

Brussels, ESEIA s involving its experts in policy- and exploitation tools like ESEIA media channels,
making, as well as EC project and programme biannual conferences and exploitation of research
evaluation. results.

BENEFITS:

JOIN OUR ACTIVITIES AND :
Joint ESEIA Work Programme
BECOME A MEMBER OF ESEIA! European Cross-Sector Partnership

-

-

= Share and gain knowledge

= Involvement in EC Policy-Making
-

E office@eseia.eu Access to EC Funding Opportunities

@ www.eseia.eu

® O @ o0xxE




ESEIAG

European Sustainable Energy
Innovation Alliance

About us

The European Sustainable Energy Innovation
Alliance is a recognized European association of
leading organizations representing the entire
renewable energy innovation landscape. As a cross-
sector alliance, ESEIA approaches energy transition
from a systemic point of view, from energy
provision to energy consumption, in research,
teaching, business, and governance.

Our 2(or: Strategic
Mission Challenges

E office@eseia.eu

Why Join Us?

The cross-sector membership of scientific, business
and political partners is dedicated to advancmg
innovation to implement renewables and
sustainable technologies in Europe as well as on a
Elobal scale. The members hold wide-spread

nowledge and experience which is brought
together in ESEIA providing a valuable knowledge
pool for almost any sustainable energy innovation
challenge from renewable resources to
consumption and implementation.

P8 How do We Who do we
represent?

@ www.eseia.eu




